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Abstract
This paper focuses on teaching the use of indefinite articles ‘a” and ‘an’ appropriately to the
students who have had their schooling from Hindi medium schools and are presently
pursuing bachelor and diploma courses. It was seen that these students fail to use correct
indefinite articles before English words because of the lack of knowledge of consonant and
vowel sounds in English language, further to solve this issue a technique was introduced to
the students where they could use their prior knowledge of sounds associated to Hindi letters
of alphabet. Classroom action research was performed for the fulfillment of the purpose of

this research.
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Introduction

Articles play a very important role in ensuring that we speak and write correct
English. A wrong use of articles can sometimes lead to a change in the meaning of the word
altogether. Use of some articles depends strictly on the sound produced by them (Dhillon et
al. 66).While teaching ‘articles’ to college students who have completed their schooling from

Hindi medium schools, have Hindi as their mother tongue and had less or no proper English
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training and education before, it was noticed that they lack the knowledge of phonetics or
even basic information of consonant and vowel sounds. Some of them only relate to the
letters of the English alphabet that represent the vowel and consonant sounds. When asked,
what are vowels? These students simply say, “a, e, i, 0, u”. While some others have
absolutely no idea of the concept of consonants and vowels.

The lack of knowledge of the concept of speech sounds makes it difficult for them to
use correct indefinite articles before English words. The students generally see the first letter
of the word and if they find the letters a, €, i, 0 or u at the beginning of the word they use
article ‘an’ even if the letters are not representing a vowel sound. Similarly, they fail to use
article ‘an’ before the words that begin with a consonant letter but produce a vowel sound.
Hence the aim of this research was to introduce a technique where students can use their prior
knowledge of sounds of the letters of Hindi alphabet to figure out if an English word must
proceed with either article ‘a’ or ‘an’ and evaluate if this technique proves to be successful.
Articles:

Acrticles are words that define a noun as specific or unspecific. English has two types
of articles: definite and indefinite. ‘The’ is used to refer to particular or specific nouns, such
as something unique, something previously mentioned or known, something being identified
by the speaker. While ‘a’ and ‘an’ are used to refer to non-particular or unspecific nouns,
such as, something mentioned for the first time, something generic.

Article ‘the’ can be used before both singular and plural nouns, while article ‘a’ and
‘an’ are used only before singular nouns. ‘A’ precedes a word that begins with a consonant
sound and ‘an’ precedes a word that begins with a vowel sound.

Sometimes, an article modifies a noun that is also modified by an adjective. The word
order then becomes ‘article + adjective + noun’. In such cases if indefinite article is to be

used, then ‘a’ or ‘an’ are used on the basis of the word that immediately follows it. Articles
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are classified as determiners. A determiner is used before a noun to indicate possession,
quantity, definiteness or specificity.
Consonants and Vowels:

Consonants and vowels are two categories of speech sounds. Phonetics is a branch of
Linguistics, which deals with production of speech sounds. Thus, the study of speech sound
is known as Phonetics (Sarangi 141). A vowel is a speech sound that is produced with the
mouth open, which allows air from the lungs to flow without any significant constriction. The
tongue can be at various heights i.e., high, mid or low, within the mouth and at various
positions; front, central or back. The lips can be rounded or unrounded to create the correct
sound. While a consonant is a speech sound produced by partial or complete blocking of the
flow of air using the palate, tongue, teeth and lips.

Every language has vowels and consonants but their numbers may vary. The English
language is created through different combinations of 44 sounds out of which 20 are vowels
and the rest 24 are consonants. In written language the letters of the alphabet are referred
either as vowels or consonants depending on the type of sound they are representing. Written
English has 26-letter alphabet. Of these 26 letters, 20 are proper consonants and five are
proper vowels. One, the letter y, can be considered either a consonant or vowel depending on
usage. The proper vowels are a, e, i, 0, and u(Nordquist) (Figure 1).Standard Hindi has 11
vowels and 35 consonants but in traditional Hindi there are 13 vowels and 33
consonants.(Figure 2) In Hindi consonants and vowels are similar in number in spoken and

written language.

Consonants
b c d f g
h i k I m
n p q r S
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t % w X z
Vowels
a e I 0 u y
Figurel
Vowels (w=r)
T o 3 3 &
T T i el
3
Consonants (=)
ED g T q g
ST Eld El
< 3 <€ < T
q g g o El
q % El g q
B T a El N
v q g
Figure 2

Research Context

The problem of lack of knowledge of consonant and vowel sounds in English
language was noticed among the students of two different classes. The first class was of first
year bachelor students of St. Aloysius Institute of Technology, Madhya Pradesh, India,
having 46 students who were 18 to 20 years of age. The second class was of first year
diploma students of Kalaniketan Polytechnic College, Madhya Pradesh, India, having 39
students who were 20 to 30 years of age. Though the age of the participants and the courses
they were pursuing were different, the commonality was that they all had their schooling

from Hindi medium schools.
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Students were given a set of 10 fill in the blank questions on articles where they had
to use appropriate indefinite articles to fill up the blacks (Set 1). The 10 questions can be
considered under two categories. The first category of questions (2,3,4,6,8 and 9) had words
succeeding blanks that begin with vowel letters representing vowel sounds and consonant
letters representing consonant sounds. While the second category of questions (1, 5, 7, and
10) had words succeeding blanks that begin with either vowel letters giving effect of
consonant sounds or consonant letters producing effect of vowel sounds. The list of questions

was as follows (Set 1):

1. Thisphone has __ unique feature.

2.1 met __ boy in the store.

3. She was wearing ____ ugly dress when she met him.
4. Mallorcais ____island.

5. Please give me ____ one-rupee coin.

6. Sarahas __ new boyfriend.

7. She lives in Europe. Sheis __ European.

8. Canyou write ____letter?

9. Youmusteat ___ apple every day.

10. Sheena is surely honest girl.

Bachelor Students Answering Pattern
(Set 1)
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43
37
30 - | |
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— _1 _1 - - _1 - | | - C 1
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Number of Students

M Correct Answer  H Incorrect Answer

Chart 1
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Diploma Students Answering Pattern
(Set 1)

50
40

37 37
35 34
32 33 32 31 30 30
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1 > 7 6 7 . 4 5
o A B BB _ i = " BN =

Question Question Question Question Question Question Question Question Question Question
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

o O

Number of Students

B Correct Answer M Incorrect Answer

Chart 2

While answering specifically the second category of questionsi.e., 1, 5, 7 and 10
similar answering patterns were noticed among both the groups. Chart 1 shows the answer
pattern of bachelor students and Chart 2 shows the answer pattern of diploma students. From
both the charts it is clear that most of the students got confused between the letters of English
alphabet and the way they are pronounced in the word, hence, they failed to use appropriate
indefinite articles. The correct answers were as follows:
1. This phone has a unique feature.
2. | met a boy in the store.
3. She was wearing an ugly dress when she met him.
4. Mallorca is an island.
5. Please give me a one-rupee coin.
6. Sara has a new boyfriend.
7. She lives in Europe. She is a European.
8. Can you write a letter?
9. You must eat an apple every day.
10. Sheena is surely an honest girl.

Research Methodology
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Classroom Action Research was used to find out if the technique of using prior
knowledge of sounds of Hindi letters of alphabet to find out if the English words are truly
beginning with consonant or vowel sound and further using appropriate indefinite article
where needed. An empirical study was carried out by the means of direct observation on the
students of both the classes.

By the time the action research was to be commenced the students knew what are
articles and their usage. They understood that written English has 5 vowel letters a, e, i, 0 and
u. Following steps were followed to make the students understand how to imply their
knowledge of sounds of Hindi letters:

Step 1: Taking up a fill in the blank type question in which correct indefinite article is to be
used before succeeding word.

Sudha is going to receive ___ award.
Step 2: Notice the word after the blank and pronounce it loudly.

Sudhais going toreceive _ award.

Step 3: The word ‘award’ begins with a sound similar to the Hindi letter ‘=’. ‘31’ comes under
Hindi vowels (st ram).

Step 4: Since it is now clear that the word ‘award’ begins with a vowel sound the students can
write article ‘an’ to fill in the blank.

Sudha is going to receive an award.
The above steps were repeated a few times with various examples to help the students
understand the technique clearly. The students were made clear that this technique is for their
ease and that the system of consonants and vowels of English and Hindi are much more

elaborate and are not completely similar to each other.
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To test if the above explained technique is helping the students to use indefinite
articles ‘a’ and ‘an’ correctly, another set of 10 questions was given to the two classes (Set 2).

Following were the fill in the blank questions:

1. 1tis lovely day.
2. 1tis auspicious occasion for my family.
3. Jane’s grandfather is honorable man.

4.1saw ___ vyellow car.

5. The speed of this car is 150 miles ___ hour.

6. You will have to go to the hospital for _ X-ray.

7. My brother is __ school teacher and my sister is ___ architect.
8. Please call the doctor, its__ emergency.

9. Pollution has become __ universal problem.

10. Michaelis ___ unusual man.

In the above set of questions, question 1, 2, 4, 7, 8 and 10 come under the earlier
mentioned first category of questions and question 3, 5, 6, and 9 come under the second
category of questions.

Result and Discussion
Students of both the classes enthusiastically applied the technique of using prior

knowledge of Hindi vowels (=)and consonants(z=)to use appropriate indefinite articles

before English words. They carefully read the given questions one-by-one, loudly
pronouncing English words succeeding the blanks to find out what sound is being produced
by the first letter of the given English word and trying to connect to the letter of Hindi
alphabet that produces similar sound. Further checking if that Hindi letter comes under vowel

(=R)or consonant (=) category, therefore using indefinite article ‘a’ before consonant and

indefinite article ‘an’ before vowel.
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A great improvement was recorded in the answering pattern of the students. The
bachelor students showed an improvement of 10% to 15% while answering questions falling
in the first category and there was an appreciable 60% to 80% improvement in answering
pattern of questions falling in the second category. Chart 3 shows the overall answering
pattern of bachelor students. The diploma students showed an improvement of 10% to 15%
while answering questions falling in the first category and there was amassive70% to 90%
improvement in answering pattern of questions falling in the second category. Chart 4 shows

the overall answering pattern of diploma students.

Bachelor Students Answering Pattern
(Set 2)
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Chart 3
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Diploma Students Answering Pattern
(Set 2)
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The improvement in the students regarding the use of correct indefinite articles before

English words by using the suggested technique can be clearly notedlooking at theabove-

mentioned results. The following table (Table 1)shows how this technique works:

Q. | Question Word English Similar | Whether | Appropriate Final
No Succeeding | Pronunciation | Sounding | the Hindi | Articletobe | Answer
the blank of the Word Hindi Letter is a used
letter Consonant | Depending
(Only the | or vowel on
first Consonant
letter) and Vowel
1. |ltis___ | lovely luhv-lee a Consonant | a Itisa
lovely day. lovely day.
2. |Itis____ | auspicious |aw-spish-uhs |3t Vowel an Itisan
auspicious auspicious
occasion occasion
for my for my
family. family
3. | Jane’s aw-nuh-rei-bl | Vowel an Jane’s
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grandfather | honorable grandfather
is__ IS an
honorable honorable
man. man.

Isaw | yellow yeh-loh a Consonant | a I saw a
yellow car. yellow car.
The speed | hour aw-uh all Vowel an The speed
of this car of this car
is 150 is 150
miles miles an
hour. hour.

You will X-ray eks-rey g Vowel an You will
have to go have to go
to the to the
hospital for hospital for
X an X-ray.
ray.

My brother | school, skool, |, 3T Consonant | a, an My brother
is_ architect aa-kuh-tekt , Vowel is a school
school teacher and
teacher and my sister is
my sister is an

_ architect.
architect.

Please call | emergency | i-muh-juhn-se | % Vowel an Please call
the doctor, e the doctor,
it’s it’s an
emergency. emergency.
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9. | Pollution universal y00-nuh-vuhs Consonant | a Pollution
has become -uhl has become
L a universal
universal problem.
problem.

10. | Michael is | unusual uhn-yo0-zhoo Vowel an Michael is

-uhl an unusual

unusual man.
man.

Table 1

This technique is based on the phonetic similarity of English and Hindi languages,

where the students try to draw a connection between the perception of the first letter of any

English word and Hindi letter that represents similar sound (see Appendix A & Appendix B

for further understanding).

Conclusion

This research focused on helping students who had Hindi medium schooling and

faced difficulty in using appropriate indefinite articles as they lacked knowledge of consonant

and vowel sounds in English language. For this purpose,a Classroom Action Research was

conducted, which proved to be successful with the students accurately using indefinite

articles ‘a’ and ‘an’ where required before English words by using the technique of applying

their past knowledge of Hindi vowels (%x) and consonants (=is).
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Devanagari
letter

H

HAT

5 8 A

&
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Appendices

Appendix A

Hindi Pronunciation

Vowels
PA Example
words
In, 9, %l &1 (anu) a.nu: (atom)
/a:, a:/ e (ala) a:lu: potato
I, il sfaer (itihas) 1.ti.ha:s (history)
/i:/ e (mithai) mi.tha:.i: (sweets)
lo, ul 3¢ (urd) ordu: (urdu)
M/ 34 (Gn) u:n (wool)
1, 1/ =q (ftu) £:(i).tu (season)
lel = (ek) ek (one)
le:, &, ai, il = (ainak) e:nok (glasses)
Il e foreor (€kskiran) ekski.con (X-ray)
/o:/ stets (okai) o:.ka:.i: (nausea)
I>:, oul sfiwa (aurat) o:rot (woman)
o/ sieeferan (Ostreliya) vs.tre.lija: (Australia)
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Devanagari
IPA
letter
% K/
@ /kh/
T g/
= gt/
i 14, cel

TP et
S ds, ds, gl

El /d3h1 &35&5&/

z Il

3 o]
s Iq, d/
@ 1d0/
i I, T, o/
a It, o/
a [th, tb/
3 /d, d/
g I
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Consonants

Example

words
# (rokd) ro:.ka: (stop)
@ (khajiir) k"adzu:r (date)
witg (gAv) g (village)
= (ghar) g*or (house)
= (cay) tfa;j (tea)
st (accha) otftha: (good)
s (jana) d3ai.na: (t0 go)
7z (mujh) mods" (me)
ar (tapa) tazpu: (island)
% (thik) ik (fine)
= (dar) dor (fear)
& (dher) dfe:r (heap)
# (anu) anu: (atom)
s (ant) ont (end)
zrr (hath) fia:th (hand)
at (do) do: (two)

g (diidh) du:d" (milk)
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T In/
q Ip/
® /pt/
Kl /ol
hl /bb/
A /m/
a /!

T Ir, cf
o N
a v, B, B, v, w/
Al Il
Al Is, s/
| Is/
¥ /h, &/
St Izl
El I3/
g It/
® Ifl
g Ith/
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T (namak) na.mak (salt)
afa (pati) pa.ti: (husband)
wa (phal) phal (fruit)

3 (bl) bu: (odor)

9 (bhagna) bha:g.na: (to run)
#rem (matha) ma:.tha: (forehead)
= (yog) jo:g (yoga)

T (rok) ro:k (arrét)

@ (1ana) la:.na: (to bring)
zar (hava) ha.va: (air)

g (xus) xof (happy)
st (bhasa) bha:.sa: (language)
ara (sat) sa:t (seven)

g (hona) fo.na: (to be)
s/t (zahar) za.har (poison)
g (zala) 3a:.la: (hail)
Te (sarak) sa.rok (road)
%uar (faisla) fe:s.la: (decision)

ve (parhna) pagh.na: (to read)
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Appendix B

Words and IPA Transcription

June 2021

S.No. Word IPA Transcription

1. Lovely /'1avli/

2. Auspicious [5:"spifas/

3. Honorable /"on(a)rab(a)l/

4. Yellow /'jelovl

5. Hour /" ava(x)/

6. X-ray / "eks rer /

7. School, /sku:l/
Architect /" a:katekt/

8. Emergency /1'ma:d3(a)nsi/

9. Universal /junt'va:s(a)l/

10. Unusual /an'ju:zool/

e-ISSN: 2582-3574 p-ISSN: 2582-4406

DOI: 10.24113/ijellh.v9i6.11092

16



https://ijellh.com/OJS/index.php/OJS

Vol. 9, Issue 6 SMART MOVES JOURNAL IJELLH June 2021

References

Dhillon, R.S., et al. “Practical English Grammar.” English Improvement Course, 9th ed.,
Dhillon Group of Publications, 2010, p. 66.

Nordquist, Richard. “What Are Vowels and Vowel Sounds in English?” ThoughtCo, 27 Jan.
2020, www.thoughtco.com/vowel-sounds-and-letters-1692601.

Sarangi, Jaydeep. “Phonetics.” A Textbook of Linguistics and Phonetics, 4th ed., Books Way,

2011, p. 141.

e-ISSN: 2582-3574 p-ISSN: 2582-4406 DOI: 10.24113/ijellh.v9i6.11092 17


https://ijellh.com/OJS/index.php/OJS

