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Abstract 

This paper focuses on teaching the use of indefinite articles ‘a’ and ‘an’ appropriately to the 

students who have had their schooling from Hindi medium schools and are presently 

pursuing bachelor and diploma courses. It was seen that these students fail to use correct 

indefinite articles before English words because of the lack of knowledge of consonant and 

vowel sounds in English language, further to solve this issue a technique was introduced to 

the students where they could use their prior knowledge of sounds associated to Hindi letters 

of alphabet. Classroom action research was performed for the fulfillment of the purpose of 

this research.    
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Introduction 

 Articles play a very important role in ensuring that we speak and write correct 

English. A wrong use of articles can sometimes lead to a change in the meaning of the word 

altogether. Use of some articles depends strictly on the sound produced by them (Dhillon et 

al. 66).While teaching ‘articles’ to college students who have completed their schooling from 

Hindi medium schools, have Hindi as their mother tongue and had less or no proper English 
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training and education before, it was noticed that they lack the knowledge of phonetics or 

even basic information of consonant and vowel sounds. Some of them only relate to the 

letters of the English alphabet that represent the vowel and consonant sounds. When asked, 

what are vowels? These students simply say, “a, e, i, o, u”. While some others have 

absolutely no idea of the concept of consonants and vowels.  

The lack of knowledge of the concept of speech sounds makes it difficult for them to 

use correct indefinite articles before English words. The students generally see the first letter 

of the word and if they find the letters a, e, i, o or u at the beginning of the word they use 

article ‘an’ even if the letters are not representing a vowel sound. Similarly, they fail to use 

article ‘an’ before the words that begin with a consonant letter but produce a vowel sound. 

Hence the aim of this research was to introduce a technique where students can use their prior 

knowledge of sounds of the letters of Hindi alphabet to figure out if an English word must 

proceed with either article ‘a’ or ‘an’ and evaluate if this technique proves to be successful.  

Articles: 

Articles are words that define a noun as specific or unspecific. English has two types 

of articles: definite and indefinite. ‘The’ is used to refer to particular or specific nouns, such 

as something unique, something previously mentioned or known, something being identified 

by the speaker. While ‘a’ and ‘an’ are used to refer to non-particular or unspecific nouns, 

such as, something mentioned for the first time, something generic.  

Article ‘the’ can be used before both singular and plural nouns, while article ‘a’ and 

‘an’ are used only before singular nouns. ‘A’ precedes a word that begins with a consonant 

sound and ‘an’ precedes a word that begins with a vowel sound.  

Sometimes, an article modifies a noun that is also modified by an adjective. The word 

order then becomes ‘article + adjective + noun’. In such cases if indefinite article is to be 

used, then ‘a’ or ‘an’ are used on the basis of the word that immediately follows it. Articles 
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are classified as determiners. A determiner is used before a noun to indicate possession, 

quantity, definiteness or specificity.  

Consonants and Vowels: 

Consonants and vowels are two categories of speech sounds. Phonetics is a branch of 

Linguistics, which deals with production of speech sounds. Thus, the study of speech sound 

is known as Phonetics (Sarangi 141). A vowel is a speech sound that is produced with the 

mouth open, which allows air from the lungs to flow without any significant constriction. The 

tongue can be at various heights i.e., high, mid or low, within the mouth and at various 

positions; front, central or back. The lips can be rounded or unrounded to create the correct 

sound. While a consonant is a speech sound produced by partial or complete blocking of the 

flow of air using the palate, tongue, teeth and lips.  

Every language has vowels and consonants but their numbers may vary. The English 

language is created through different combinations of 44 sounds out of which 20 are vowels 

and the rest 24 are consonants. In written language the letters of the alphabet are referred 

either as vowels or consonants depending on the type of sound they are representing. Written 

English has  26-letter alphabet. Of these 26 letters, 20 are proper consonants and five are 

proper vowels. One, the letter y, can be considered either a consonant or vowel depending on 

usage. The proper vowels are a, e, i, o, and u(Nordquist) (Figure 1).Standard Hindi has 11 

vowels and 35 consonants but in traditional Hindi there are 13 vowels and 33 

consonants.(Figure 2) In Hindi consonants and vowels are similar in number in spoken and 

written language.  

 

Consonants 

b c d f g 

h j k l m 

n p q r s 
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Figure1 

Vowels (स्वर) 

अ आ इ ई उ ऊ 

ऋ ए ऐ ओ औ अं 

अः 

 

 

Consonants (व्यंजन) 

क  ख  ग  घ ङ 

च  छ  ज  झ ञ 

ट  ठ  ड  ढ ण 

त  थ  द  ध न 

प  फ  ब  भ म 

य  र  ल  व श 

ष  स  ह  

Figure 2 

Research Context 

The problem of lack of knowledge of consonant and vowel sounds in English 

language was noticed among the students of two different classes. The first class was of first 

year bachelor students of St. Aloysius Institute of Technology, Madhya Pradesh, India, 

having 46 students who were 18 to 20 years of age. The second class was of first year 

diploma students of Kalaniketan Polytechnic College, Madhya Pradesh, India, having 39 

students who were 20 to 30 years of age. Though the age of the participants and the courses 

they were pursuing were different, the commonality was that they all had their schooling 

from Hindi medium schools. 

t v w x z 

Vowels 

a e I o u y 
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Students were given a set of 10 fill in the blank questions on articles where they had 

to use appropriate indefinite articles to fill up the blacks (Set 1). The 10 questions can be 

considered under two categories. The first category of questions (2,3,4,6,8 and 9) had words 

succeeding blanks that begin with vowel letters representing vowel sounds and consonant 

letters representing consonant sounds. While the second category of questions (1, 5, 7, and 

10) had words succeeding blanks that begin with either vowel letters giving effect of 

consonant sounds or consonant letters producing effect of vowel sounds. The list of questions 

was as follows (Set 1): 

1. This phone has ______ unique feature.  

2. I met ____ boy in the store.  

3. She was wearing ____ ugly dress when she met him. 

4. Mallorca is ____ island.  

5. Please give me _____ one-rupee coin.  

6. Sara has _____ new boyfriend.  

7. She lives in Europe. She is _____ European.  

8. Can you write ____ letter?  

9. You must eat ___ apple every day.  

10. Sheena is surely_____honest girl.  
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Chart 2 

While answering specifically the second category of questions i.e., 1, 5, 7 and 10 

similar answering patterns were noticed among both the groups.  Chart 1 shows the answer 

pattern of bachelor students and Chart 2 shows the answer pattern of diploma students. From 

both the charts it is clear that most of the students got confused between the letters of English 

alphabet and the way they are pronounced in the word, hence, they failed to use appropriate 

indefinite articles. The correct answers were as follows: 

1. This phone has a unique feature.  

2. I met a boy in the store.  

3. She was wearing an ugly dress when she met him. 

4. Mallorca is an island.  

5. Please give me a one-rupee coin.  

6. Sara has a new boyfriend.  

7. She lives in Europe. She is a European.  

8. Can you write a letter?  

9. You must eat an apple every day.  

10. Sheena is surely an honest girl.  
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Classroom Action Research was used to find out if the technique of using prior 

knowledge of sounds of Hindi letters of alphabet to find out if the English words are truly 

beginning with consonant or vowel sound and further using appropriate indefinite article 

where needed. An empirical study was carried out by the means of direct observation on the 

students of both the classes.  

By the time the action research was to be commenced the students knew what are 

articles and their usage. They understood that written English has 5 vowel letters a, e, i, o and 

u. Following steps were followed to make the students understand how to imply their 

knowledge of sounds of Hindi letters: 

Step 1: Taking up a fill in the blank type question in which correct indefinite article is to be 

used before succeeding word. 

Sudha is going to receive ____ award. 

Step 2: Notice the word after the blank and pronounce it loudly. 

Sudha is going to receive ______ award. 

Step 3: The word ‘award’ begins with a sound similar to the Hindi letter ‘अ’. ‘अ’ comes under 

Hindi vowels(स्वर माला). 

Step 4: Since it is now clear that the word ‘award’ begins with a vowel sound the students can 

write article ‘an’ to fill in the blank. 

Sudha is going to receive an award. 

The above steps were repeated a few times with various examples to help the students 

understand the technique clearly. The students were made clear that this technique is for their 

ease and that the system of consonants and vowels of English and Hindi are much more 

elaborate and are not completely similar to each other.  
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To test if the above explained technique is helping the students to use indefinite 

articles ‘a’ and ‘an’ correctly, another set of 10 questions was given to the two classes (Set 2). 

Following were the fill in the blank questions: 

1. It is _____ lovely day. 

2. It is ____ auspicious occasion for my family. 

3. Jane’s grandfather is ____ honorable man. 

4. I saw ___ yellow car. 

5. The speed of this car is 150 miles ___ hour. 

6. You will have to go to the hospital for ____ X-ray. 

7. My brother is ____ school teacher and my sister is ___ architect. 

8. Please call the doctor, its _____ emergency. 

9. Pollution has become ____ universal problem. 

10. Michael is _____ unusual man.  

In the above set of questions, question 1, 2, 4, 7, 8 and 10 come under the earlier 

mentioned first category of questions and question 3, 5, 6, and 9 come under the second 

category of questions. 

Result and Discussion 

Students of both the classes enthusiastically applied the technique of using prior 

knowledge of Hindi vowels (स्वर)and consonants(व्यंजन)to use appropriate indefinite articles 

before English words. They carefully read the given questions one-by-one, loudly 

pronouncing English words succeeding the blanks to find out what sound is being produced 

by the first letter of the given English word and trying to connect to the letter of Hindi 

alphabet that produces similar sound. Further checking if that Hindi letter comes under vowel 

(स्वर)or consonant (व्यंजन)category, therefore using indefinite article ‘a’ before consonant and 

indefinite article ‘an’ before vowel. 
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A great improvement was recorded in the answering pattern of the students. The 

bachelor students showed an improvement of 10% to 15% while answering questions falling 

in the first category and there was an appreciable 60% to 80% improvement in answering 

pattern of questions falling in the second category. Chart 3 shows the overall answering 

pattern of bachelor students. The diploma students showed an improvement of 10% to 15% 

while answering questions falling in the first category and there was amassive70% to 90% 

improvement in answering pattern of questions falling in the second category. Chart 4 shows 

the overall answering pattern of diploma students.  

 

Chart 3 
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Chart 4 
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1. It is _____ 

lovely day. 

 

lovely luhv·lee ल Consonant  a It is a 

lovely day. 

 

2. It is ____ 

auspicious 

occasion 

for my 

family. 

 

auspicious aw·spish·uhs औ Vowel an It is an 

auspicious 

occasion 

for my 

family 

3. Jane’s  aw·nuh·rei·bl ऑ Vowel an Jane’s 
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grandfather 

is ____ 

honorable 

man. 

 

honorable  grandfather 

is an 

honorable 

man. 

 

4. I saw ___ 

yellow car. 

 

yellow yeh·loh य Consonant a I saw a 

yellow car. 

 

5. The speed 

of this car 

is 150 

miles ___ 

hour. 

 

hour aw·uh आ Vowel an The speed 

of this car 

is 150 

miles an 

hour. 

 

6. You will 

have to go 

to the 

hospital for 

____ X-

ray. 

 

X-ray eks-rey ऍ Vowel an You will 

have to go 

to the 

hospital for 

an X-ray. 

 

7. My brother 

is ____ 

school 

teacher and 

my sister is 

___ 

architect. 

 

school, 

architect 

skool, 

aa·kuh·tekt 

 

स, आ Consonant

, Vowel 

a, an My brother 

is a school 

teacher and 

my sister is 

an 

architect. 

 

8. Please call 

the doctor, 

it’s_____ 

emergency. 

emergency i·muh·juhn·se

e 

इ Vowel an Please call 

the doctor, 

it’s an 

emergency. 
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9. Pollution 

has become 

____ 

universal 

problem. 

 

universal yoo·nuh·vuhs

·uhl 

य Consonant a Pollution 

has become 

a universal 

problem. 

 

10. Michael is 

_____ 

unusual 

man.  

 

unusual uhn·yoo·zhoo

·uhl 

अ Vowel an Michael is 

an unusual 

man.  

 

Table 1 

This technique is based on the phonetic similarity of English and Hindi languages, 

where the students try to draw a connection between the perception of the first letter of any 

English word and Hindi letter that represents similar sound (see Appendix A & Appendix B 

for further understanding). 

Conclusion 

This research focused on helping students who had Hindi medium schooling and 

faced difficulty in using appropriate indefinite articles as they lacked knowledge of consonant 

and vowel sounds in English language. For this purpose,a Classroom Action Research was 

conducted, which proved to be successful with the students accurately using indefinite 

articles ‘a’ and ‘an’ where required before English words by using the technique of applying 

their past knowledge of Hindi vowels (स्वर) and consonants (व्यंजन). 
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Appendices 

Appendix A 

Hindi Pronunciation 

Vowels 

Devanagari 

letter 
IPA  

Example 

words 

अ /ʌ, ə, ɐ̝/  अण ु(aṇu) ə.ɳuː (atom) 

आ /aː, ɑː/  आलू (ālū) aːluː potato 

इ /ɪ, i/  इततहास (itihās) ɪ.tɪ.ɦaːs (history) 

ई /iː/  तमठाई (miṭhāī) mi.ʈʰaː.iː (sweets) 

उ /ʊ, u/  उदूू (urdū) ʊrduː (urdu) 

ऊ /uː/  ऊन (ūn) uːn (wool) 

ऋ (ŕ) /ɻʲ, r̥/  ऋत ु(ŕtu) ɻʲː(i).tu (season) 

ए /e/  एक (ek) eːk (one) 

ऐ /ɛː, æː, aːi, ɛ͡i/  ऐनक (ainak) ɛːnək (glasses) 

ऍ /ɛ/  ऍक्स तकरण (ĕkskiraṇ) ɛkski.ɾəɳ (X-ray) 

ओ /oː/  ओकाई (okāī) oː.kaː.iː (nausea) 

औ /ɔː, ɔ͡u/  औरत (aurat) ɔːɾət̪ (woman) 

ऑ /ɒ/  ऑस्रेतलया (ŏsṭreliyā) ɒs.ʈre.lɪ.jaː (Australia) 
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Consonants 

Devanagari 

letter 
IPA  

Example 

words 

क /k/  रोका (rokā) roː.kaː (stop) 

ख /kʰ/  खजूर (khajūr) kʰədʒuːr (date) 

ग /ɡ/  गााँव (gā̃v) ɡä̃ːʋ (village) 

घ /ɡʰ/  घर (ghar) ɡʰər (house) 

च /tʃ, t͡ ʃ, c͡ç/  चाय (cāy) tʃaːj (tea) 

छ /tʃʰ, t͡ ʃʰ, c͡çʰ/  अच्छा (acchā) ətʃ.tʃʰaː (good) 

ज /dʒ, d͡ʒ, ɟ͡ʝ/  जाना (jānā) dʒaː.naː (to go) 

झ /dʒʰ, d͡ʒʱ, ɟ͡ʝʱ/  मझु (mujh) mʊdʒʰ (me) 

ट /ʈ/  टापू (ṭāpū) taːpuː (island) 

ठ /ʈʰ/  ठीक (ṭhīk) ʈʰiːk (fine) 

ड /ɖ, d̺/  डर (ḍar) ɖər (fear) 

ढ /ɖʱ/  ढेर (ḍher) ɖʱeːr (heap) 

ण /ɳ, ɽ,̃ ɳ̆/  अण ु(aṇu) aɳuː (atom) 

त /t, t̪/  अंत (ant) ənt̪ (end) 

थ /tʰ, t̪ʱ/  हाथ (hāth) ɦaːtʰ (hand) 

द /d, d̪/  दो (do) d̪oː (two) 

ध /dʰ, d̪ʱ/  दधू (dūdh) d̪uːd̪ʰ (milk) 
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न /n/  नमक (namak) nʌ.mʌk (salt) 

प /p/  पतत (pati) pə.tiː (husband) 

फ /pʰ/  फल (phal) pʰəl (fruit) 

ब /b/  बू (bū) buː (odor) 

भ /bʰ/  भागना (bhāgnā) bʰaːɡ.naː (to run) 

म /m/  माथा (māthā) maː.t̪ʰaː (forehead) 

य /j/  योग (yog) joːɡ (yoga) 

र /r, ɾ/  रोक (rok) roːk (arrêt) 

ल /l/  लाना (lānā) laː.naː (to bring) 

व /v, β̞, β, ʋ, w/  हवा (havā) hə.ʋaː (air) 

श /ʃ/  खशु (xuś) xʊʃ (happy) 

ष /ʂ, s̺/  भाषा (bhāṣā) bʰaː.ʂaː (language) 

स /s/  सात (sāt) saːt (seven) 

ह /h, ɦ/  होना (honā) ɦo.naː (to be) 

ज़ /z/  ज़हर (zahar) zə.ɦər (poison) 

झ़ /ʒ/  झ़ाला (žālā) ʒaː.laː (hail) 

ड़ /ɽ/  सड़क (saṛak) sə.ɽək (road) 

फ़ /f/  फ़़ै सला (faislā) fɛːs.laː (decision) 

ढ़ /ɽʱ/  पढ़ना (paṛhnā) pəɽʱ.naː (to read) 
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Appendix B 

Words and IPA Transcription 

S.No. Word IPA Transcription 

1. Lovely /ˈlʌvli/ 

2. Auspicious /ɔːˈspɪʃəs/ 

3. Honorable /ˈɒn(ə)rəb(ə)l/ 

4. Yellow /ˈjɛləʊ/ 

5. Hour /ˈaʊə(ɹ)/ 

6. X-ray / ˈɛksˌreɪ / 

7. School, 

Architect 

/skuːl/ 

/ˈɑːkɪtɛkt/ 

8. Emergency /ɪˈməːdʒ(ə)nsi/ 

9. Universal /juːnɪˈvəːs(ə)l/ 

10. Unusual /ʌnˈjuːʒʊəl/ 
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