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"Open Up Your World of Opportunity by Learning English Efficiently" 

Some Basic Points for The Non-Native Speakers of The English Language To Begin. 

 

Abstract 

Language is an integral part of human life like the air we breathe. It is the main means 

of communication. Quite early in life, we start imbibing automatically the language of the 

community in which we grow up without our being aware of the complexity of its nature and 

structure. For instance, an English child brought up in Kerala in the linguistic environment of 

Malayalam will automatically learn to speak Malayalam like a native speaker of Malayalam. 

That means the language is not genetically transmitted but acquired from the environment. 

Now the real question comes, what will happen to a Malayali child who is not grown up in 

the linguistic environment of English, while trying to learn English? To some extent, he can 

use the language but undoubtedly not like the former one. So here I am going to give some 

valuable points to the non-native speakers of English to speak and write English efficiently. 

 

Main points 

1. Inconsistency of English pronunciation 

2. English spelling errors 
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3. Conclusion 

 

Inconsistency of English pronunciation 

               Inconsistency of English pronunciation and spelling is a great challenge for a non-

native speaker of English. Before starting to learn a language, one should understand the 

alphabets and speech sounds of that language. Language is a system of symbols primarily of 

vocal symbols. Our speech is composed of sequences of sounds produced by our vocal 

organs. Language can be represented using graphic symbols also i.e. in the written form. In 

the English language, there are 26 alphabets and 44 speech sounds. That means each alphabet 

has more than one speech sounds. Moreover, there is no one to one correspondence between 

spelling and pronunciation. If we look at the languages like Malayalam and Hindi, we can see 

that each letter of the alphabet represents a particular sound. We called such languages as 

non-inflected language. But this not the thing with the English language. English is an 

inflected language - one alphabet has more than one speech sounds. Before learning a new 

language, the understanding of its speech sounds is necessary. The following are the speech 

sounds of the English language. 

Phonetic Symbols (44 Speech Sounds): Vowel Sounds: 20 (12 pure vowels and 8 diphthongs) 

and Consonant Sounds: 24 
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Because of the 26 letters but 44 speech sounds in the English language, there is no 

interdependence between the spelling and pronunciation of words; as a result spelling or 

letters can be pronounced in more than one way. Letters are the marks of sound, the first 

element of written language. Here are the letters or single characters: a, b, c, d, e, f, g, h, i, j, 

k,l, m, n, o, p, q, r, s, t, u, v, w, x, y, z. and the 

Compound characters (distinct sounds): ch, sh, th, ng 
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The consonant-letters of the alphabet represent the 24 consonant sounds (RP) which are 

shown with the help of phonetic symbols (IPA) in the following table: 
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 English spelling errors 

There are many common spelling errors made by non-native speakers of the English 

language. According to the applied linguist Vivian James Cook, there are four main types of 

spelling errors made by a non -native speakers of the English language; 

1. Omission= the deletion of same letters. 

2. Substitution=replacing one letter with another 

3. Insertion = adding extra letters. 

4. Transposition= reversing the position of letters 
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Study the following vowel sounds. 

Cruttenden, in1994, noted that the inconsistency of English vowels cause difficulties for other 

language learners of English e.g. if we take for instance ‘o’ in some words like some, move, 

home, women, in each word it has different pronunciation as /ʌ/, /u: /, /əu/, /i/ so the English 

learners who don’t have the mastery of the pronunciation of such words will also face 

difficulties. On the other hand words such as book, butcher, could, wolf etc. in all these 

words the letters oo, u, ou, o are all pronounced the same /u:/, so in the first example we have 

same letters with different pronunciation, and in the other one we have different letters with 

the same pronunciation. For more examples of the different pronunciations of the letter ‘a’ 

consider water, same, fat, the letter (a) has three different pronunciations, as /ɔ:/, /ei/, /æ/ so 

many of the non-native speakers of English tend to pronounce /ei/ instead of /æ/e.g./feit/ for 

/fæt/. Also in words such as rich, symbol, English, private, women the letters i, y, e, a, o all of 

them are pronounced as /i/ so we have /ritʃ/, /simbl/, /inŋliʃ/, /praivit/, /wimin/.  Each of the 

letters we use to show pronunciation may stand for more than one sound for instance, in 

banana /bəna:nə/, bather /beiðə/(r)/, man /mæn/, many /meni/, the letter (a) stands for five 

different vowel sounds; if the learner has no knowledge about this inconsistency, this will 

lead him to wrong pronunciation (O’Connor, 2003). 

 

Conclusion 

            There is no single most excellent way of learning foreign languages. The following 

are some of the ways we can use to learn a foreign language; 

1. Learning should focus on both recognition and production i.e. the learners could recognize 

the pronunciation errors and correct them. 
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2. Teaching English through phonetic sounds, and it should start from the pre-primary section 

onwards. 

3. Pre-primary teachers should be trained for teaching phonetic sounds correctly. 

4. Keep a copy of the English phonetic-meaning dictionary. 

5. Computers and language teaching should go hand to hand. Learning with technology can 

be taken as an effective tool for getting fluency in a foreign language.  
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