
Every piece of writing effortlessly or assertively emphasizes the presence of a narrative 

pattern. Marginalized population in every society irrespective of their geographical location, 

ideological subscription and cultural identification seem to be victims of the discourse of 

discrimination of one kind or the other. Discrimination, a subjective tool, implements the 

subjugation and thereby making it a mode of operation in societies formed on hierarchisation of 

its population. Countries with colonial pasts in various landmarks on the globe narrativize their 

histories, mapping it against the yardstick of discrimination meted out to them in achieving 

Australian Whiteness. Australian aboriginal narratives utilize the recurring pattern of the 

dynamics of colonial white supremacy and aboriginal marginalization. These narratives present 

a conscious effort to study of race, class and whiteness to present their life stories, some 

fictionalized and others based on facts. These narratives have been centering around and 

emphasizing the genocidal nature of ‘forceful transfer of its mixed-race population’. The paper 

utilizes the stolen generation predicament in understanding the dynamics of aboriginal narratives. 
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1 Aboriginal in this paper includes only the native population of Australian decent within the Australian and Torres
Strait Islanders. It extensively also includes the aborigines of mixed race, i.e. the people having the racial
connection to the native population from either of their parents. Australia, especially in the nineteenth century,
had witnessed a great inflow of foreign population such as Chinese, Italian and Greek. Anyone having the racial
admixture with these migrants groups, can also be deemed aboriginal owing to their native ancestry.
2 Stolen Generation, the term was coined and popularized by historian Peter Read in his pamphlet The Stolen
Generation: The Removal of Aboriginal Children in New South Wales 1883 to 1969((1981). This paper published by
the Department of Aboriginal affairs in Australia was among ‘the first attempts to document the devastation of
forcibly removing Aboriginal children from their parents’. This term then onwards is used to refer to any aboriginal
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Dreamtime4.

child of mixed race who was removed from his/her family to be raised in state run government orphanages called
Homes.

3 Bush tucker refers to the bush food that natives in Australia have fed themselves with since thousands of years. It
basically includes Australian species like Kangaroo, emu, fish etc. Bush tucker can also refer to any indigenous
flora/fauna used for cooking or medicinal purpose in any continent.
4 Dreamtime or Dreaming refers to the Australian Aboriginal’s belief in the unification of creation and eternity of
time. This can be considered a system of belief or spirituality that thrives on the belief that the spirits continues to
exist before and will exist after existence of the mortal body. It connects the physical and spiritual systems through
the connection to the land and totems.
5 Totem refers to the aboriginal spiritual belief that each person is connected to a natural species, i.e a bird or
animal through its ancestral connection. One may have snake as his totem others might have any bird as his totem.
It is similar to the concept of guardian angel.
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6 Homes in colonial Australia referred to orphanages maintained by the white government which worked in
coalition with the Aborigines Protection Board. Together they carried the forceful removal of millions of aboriginal
mixed race children, called the stolen generation.
7 Missions in Australian context,refers to government restricted enclosures where Catholic missionaries trained the
native population to convert into Christianity. Missions in the nineteenth century Australia became the hub for
implementing European laws on the native populations.
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Auntie Rita)

8 Dormitories, in the stolen generation context, refers to the modern day hostels for the aboriginal children where
they had to live separate from their families. Several of the infant aboriginal children were also taken away and put
in the care of dormitories.
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Wandering Girl
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If Everyone Cared
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9 Permits were the written forms signed by the authorities of Aborigines Protection Board which gave the
permission per the legal movement of any aborigines. Aborigines under the Protection Policies were not free to
travel or move out of missions/reserves, if they had to they had to carry with them permit specifying the reasons
for it. Any aboriginal travelling alone without a permit was bound to attract public and police attention.
10 Exemption certificate was one of the outcomes of the white government’s policy of Assimilation. It allowed the
aborigines to have rights at par with white on the condition that they leave all their aboriginal connections and
customs and be part of the common white Australian identity. This further broke the connections between the
aboriginal people and their customs and traditions.
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before during

after
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The Man from the Sunrise Side

Paint me Black

If Everyone Cared: Autobiography of Margaret Tucker

Wandering Girl.
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